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Amish families
make Windsor’s
Crossroads their home
Pullers association brings
pull back to Yadkin County
Yadkin Farmers Market
celebrates eight years
New Agriculture and Education
building to open June 1
Fall fun at the corn maze
Robotics teams on the rise

Sharing the stories of

Yadkin County, Our Home

Each year, the staff of The Yadkin
Ripple comes together to collaborate
on a project which in the past has
been referred to as the Yadkin County
Directory.
This year, we decided to take a different approach, with content still
similar to past magazines, featuring
communities, businesses, historic
sites and things to do in the county,
but without a true “directory” we felt
a new title was needed, something
that better explained the purpose of
the publication, to share with our
readers Yadkin County, our home,
their home.

With a strong agriculture base still
in Yadkin County, most of our features
included in Yadkin County, Our Home
for 2016 are centered around that
industry, with stories about the new
agriculture building opening this summer, a corn maze bringing agritourism to Hamptonville, how the Yadkin
Farmers Market boosts small farmers
of the area, and the Yadkin Valley
Pullers group, which allows owners of
tractors, lawn mowers and trucks to
show off what their machines can do.
I also was very blessed and appreciative of several Amish families in
the Windsor’s Crossroads community

of Hamptonville who allowed me to
come into their homes and businesses
to share their faith and beliefs, as
well as giving me an opportunity to
support their businesses by sharing
them with readers who may not realize everything that community has to
offer locals and visitors.
We at The Ripple hope you enjoy
Yadkin County, Our Home and everything that our wonderful county has
to offer both those who live here and
those who come to visit.
Wendy Byerly Wood
Editor
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The Jonesville Welcome cenTer
I-77 at Exit 82, in The Heart of the Yadkin Valley
Tourism Specialists On Staff Monday-Saturday 8:30AM-8PM & Sundays 1PM-8PM - providing a wealth of information on the Yadkin Valley, its Wine Region and more!

For more information, call the Jonesville Welcome Center at (336) 835-2000

336-835-9400

336-835-1994 336-835-3609

336-835-6000

336-526-6777

Go Anywhere
– Stay Here!
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Visit The
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Amish families
make Windsor’s
Crossroads home
By Wendy Byerly Wood
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wbyerly-wood@civitasmedia.com

In the southwest corner of
Yadkin County, those passing through might ﬁnd a
little less vehicle trafﬁc and
a better chance of seeing
bicycles, horse and buggies
and tractors on the roadway.
The quiet community of
Windsor’s Crossroads in
Hamptonville serves as home
to a community of about 31
Amish households, several of
whom operated home-based
businesses where the public
can purchase the fruits of
their labors.
The community was ﬁrst
settled by Amish in 1985,
explained Thomas Coletti,
who with his wife, Sandra,
and their children moved to
Hamptonville in 1991 from
another Amish community
in western Maryland.
“Three or four families in
southwest Kentucky were
looking for farms, and they
contacted the county agency,” said Coletti as he sat in
the simple sitting area of the
home built by his children
for he and his wife back in
the fall as a smaller, more
manageable home than the
larger two-story farm houses
many of the younger families
with children live in.
“They were looking more
to the area, not just Yadkin County. They wanted
good farm land, and a more
moderate climate,” he said.
“They were interested in
starting another settlement,
and they looked at the condition of the soil and the climate, and both are covered
in Yadkin County.”
The Amish families in
Hamptonville live along
about a ﬁve-mile stretch

of Windsor Road through
Hamptonville, as well as
several roads off of Windsor,
and have moved to the area
from other communities
in Illinois, Ohio, Kentucky,
Pennsylvania, Virginia and
Maryland. As visitors leave
U.S. 421 at Exit 267 and
head south on Windsor
Road, a yellow diamond caution sign featuring a picture
of an Amish horse and buggy
warn drivers to be alert for
the buggies in the roadway.
Coletti said much of the
day as people are working
there may not be buggies
seen traveling, but they are
prevalent in the area in the
mornings before school as
mothers or the children are
driving themselves to the
community’s school house
for the day’s studies.
While those of the Amish
community don’t own or
drive cars, he said tractors
are allowed for ﬁeld work,
and many ride bicycles to
and from other homes and
businesses.
“Our main principle
behind this is we want to
stay separate from the world
to concentrate on our faith
in God,” Coletti explained of
the Amish’s choice to abstain
from technology and many
other modern amenities.
“We make a conscious effort
to avoid those things.”
He said as a community,
they choose what they will
accept and judge that decision based on how it will
affect their lives.
“With a horse and buggy,
it keeps the community
close,” Coletti said, as an
example. “All 31 homes are
within a 15-minute buggy
ride.
“Our clothes, we chose a

Wendy Byerly Wood | The Yadkin Ripple

Colorful hanging baskets fill the greenhouse at the
Amish-operated Shady Hollow Greenhouse, just inside
Wilkes County in the Hamptonville community.

style that’s been handed
down. We are always in
style with our church, and at
times we might be in style
with the world. For instance,
we wear suspenders, and
sometimes they are in style
and sometimes not. Our
main consciousness is not
to follow the styles of the
world, it frees us up to focus
on our faith and God.”
The basic rule of thumb
for employment, he
explained, is for Amish families to work at home. “So to
start with the businesses are
all home businesses. They
may hire family members, or
like myself at the furniture
store someone who is semiretired to help out, but the
main objective is to work at
home,” Coletti said.
If businesses become too
large for one family to manage, he said a portion of the
business is severed off or
given to another family.
While many of the visitors
to the Amish community
may be familiar with the Shiloh General Store, which the
Colettis built in 2006 and
ran for ﬁve years before selling to another Amish family,
Coletti said outbuildings
have been built and sold for
30 years in the community.
“You’d think everyone would
have one, but they are still a

sellable item,” he said.
The general store offers a
deli, jams and other jarred
items like pickles and honey,
as well as bagged products
sold by the pound. The
popular stop for supplies by
both Amish families and visitors is open Tuesday through
Saturday.
The jams and jellies made
at Dutch Kettle can be found
on the shelves of the Shiloh
General Store as well.
“We all shop at the store,
but 99 percent of the clientele are not Amish,” Coletti
said of the general store.
But there are other businesses in the Windor’s
Crossroads Amish community open to do business
with the public as well.
Coletti said John Hostetler
has a dairy which sells milk
to a company, but his family
also pasturizes their milk
and sells it and products like
ice cream, cheese and yogurt
at the Wholesome Country
Creamery.
Just ripening and ready
for sale for the season are
large red tomatoes, a product of Slabaugh Hydroponic
Tomato Farm operated by
Homer and Rhoda Slabaugh.
They sell the tomatoes now
through July and may plant
more to start coming in
again in October.

Their daughter and sonin-law, Simon and Lillian
Swartzentruber, own Shady
Hollow Greenhouse, which
is about two miles off Windsor Road just inside Wilkes
County. The color-ﬁlled
greenhouse features everything from ﬂowers to herbs
to vegetable and fruit plants.
Seeds, potting soil and lawn
furniture also is sold at the
greenhouse.
Another business, Home
Acres Fine Furniture, operated by Marvin and Mary
Miller, offers Amish-made
furniture, from bedroom
suites to kitchen tables to
outdoor furniture. It is in a
two-story white farmhouse
along Windsor Road.
In addition to the business
operated in the community,
Coletti said each family has

its own acreage, at least
enough for their horses, and
may raise their own vegetables and other plants and
animals like chickens, sheep
and cows.
“A couple of family are
raising and selling free-range
eggs,” he said, noting that
one of his neighbors does
custom butchery and makes
deer sausage during hunting
season.
“As far as I know, we’ve
had a good relationship
with the people here over
the years,” Coletti said of
the interaction between the
Amish families and their
neighbors. “Being good
neighbors makes good
neighbors.”
The Amish community in
Windsor’s Crossroads has
its own church house and

Dutch Kettle jams
and jellies made by
Yadkin County Amish
families can be
purchased at Shiloh
General Store.

Visitors enjoy a
beautiful day outside
the Shiloh General
Store in the Windsor’s
Crossroads community
of Hamptonville.

“We believe children are a
blessing from the Lord, and
we are known for our large
families,” he said. “They are
a blessing. They work for
their parents until age 21,
and then they get a salary
or have a business of their
own. It is a revolving line of
credit, the children help the
parents, and then the parents help the children.”
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A map produced on behalf of Home Acres Fine Furniture leads visitors to
the Amish-operated businesses in the Windsor’s Crossroads community of
Hamptonville.
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school house, as was the tradition of some of the settling
Amish who were from western Pennsylvania, Coletti
explained. The children
attend from ﬁrst through
eighth grade, and then once
they graduate from eighth
grade, the boys work with
their fathers to learn a trade
and the girls learn to keep
house with their mothers.

Boonville

East Bend

The town of Boonville was incorporated on Feb. 19,
1895, by the North Carolina Legislature. According to
boonvillenc.com, “Tradition says the town of Boonville
was built where two Indian trails cross. It is believed that
the east and west trail was used by the Cherokees, and the
north and south trail was used by the Catawbas.”
The original settlement at Boonville was named Leonora,
but after just ﬁve months, a post ofﬁce was established giving it the name Boonville in November of 1957, with William H. Rodwell as the ﬁrst postmaster.
The website noted, “It is believed that Dr. Nathan B.
Dozier built the ﬁrst house in Boonville. Tradition says that
either Dr. Nathan B. Dozier or William H. Rodwell named
the town of Boonville after Daniel Boone.” Boone was said
to have camped in the area frequently, according to stories
passed down.

The town of East Bend ﬁrst was known as Banner’s
Store, named for Martin Luther Banner, an early settler who later founded Banner Elk in the mountains. On
March 7, 1887, the state legislature incorporated the
town of East Bend and named it after the east bend of the
Yadkin River.
The Yadkin Ripple actually began publishing in East
Bend in 1896, and the Yadkin County Agricultural Fair
was held in East Bend from 1914 through 1978, with it
ﬁrst being held at the old schoolhouse and later to land
just east of town which later became a community softball
park.

Yadkinville

Jonesville

While Yadkinville isn’t the oldest town in the county, it
is the largest, with a most recent population of more than
2,800 people, and it serves as the county seat, holding the
county government ofﬁce and the county courthouse.
The area was chosen as the county seat in 1850, but the
town wasn’t incorporated until 1857. First known as Wilson in honor of Louis D. Wilson, a legislator who died in
the Mexican War, it was renamed as Yadkinville in 1852.

“From its origins in the mid-1700s, the town that is
now Jonesville was one of the largest settlements west of
Raleigh,” according to information on jonesvillenc.org,
provided by the Jonesville Historical Society. “The area
was initially called Allen’s Settlement, presumably for
David Allen (and a son by the same name), who owned a
bloomery forge (one method for procession iron ore) on
the Big Elkin Creek.”
Yadkin County’s oldest town, Jonesville originally was
incorporated as Martinsborough in 1811, but later the
name was changed to Jonesville to honor Hardy Jones,
who fought in the American Revolution. In 2001, the
town merged with neighboring Arlington.

KV
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304 NC Hwy 67 • East Bend,
NC 27018
• A duct cleaning
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www.kvheatingair.com
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Buy a High Efficiency System now thru October and
get your choice of one of three great bonuses:
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Heating and
Air Conditioning
(336) 699-2088

Bojangles of Jonesville

Financing available
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Installation
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A brief history of towns

1652 Hwy 67 – Exit 82 off I-77
(336) 835-2991
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Pullers association
brings pull back
to Yadkin County
By Kristian Russell

krussell@civitasmedia.com

Photos by Kristian Russell | Yadkin Ripple

A contestant pulls his modified tractor
during the first pull of the Yadkin
Valley Puller’s 2016 season.

A modified truck pulls on
Saturday afternoon in Boonville.

Kristian Russell may be reached at 336-258-4052 or on
Twitter @YadkinElkSports.
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had health problems.
“We are committed to paying it back
to the community,” Hall said. “All this
is possible with the help of our sponsors
and fans who help us cover the expenses
throughout the year.”
The Yadkin Valley Pullers hold a
lawnmower pull and truck/tractor pull
every ﬁrst weekend of the month. The
lawnmower pull starts at 7 p.m. on Fridays, and the tractor/truck pull starts at
2 p.m. on Saturday. Admission is $5 per
person.
For more information about the Yadkin Valley Pullers, visit their Facebook
page (Yadkin Valley Pullers) or call
Scott Hall at 336-366-7230.

YADKIN COUNTY: OUR HOME

After the East Bend Pulling decided
to call it quits, four individuals saw an
opportunity to make their own pulling
association. If you’ve ever been driving
down Charity Church Road in Boonville, you’ve probably heard the rumble
of lawnmowers, tractors, and trucks
pulling their weight on a dirt track.
Located at 4000 McKnight Road in
Boonville, the founders of the Yadkin
Valley Pullers can be found on a dirt
track putting on a pull for the people of
Yadkin County. Four individuals — Jeff
Smith, Perry Williams, Marty Casstevens and Scott Hall — got together and
founded the Yadkin Valley Pullers in
2014. The four men came together after
they realized they all had several pulling
tractors and lawnmowers, but nowhere
to pull them.
“I found a sled for sale in eastern
North Carolina and we decided to
purchase it,” said co-owner Scott Hall.
“After that we bought an additional
tractor sled, and now have three lawnmower pulling sleds.”
After the sleds were purchased, it was
time to ﬁnd a piece of land for the pull.
After searching for a while for the perfect place, a piece of land fell into their
lap courtesy of a family member.
“Ray Casstevens, Marty’s dad and
owner of Roundhill Farms, gave us some
land to put [the pull] on,” Hall said.
“We all went to work along with Mike
Billings Grading and Don Adams Grading, who both donated time and equipment, to get the job done.”
The Yadkin Valley Pullers is not like
any other pull in North Carolina, they
are the only organization that pulls
lawnmowers and tractors. Because they
do double the pulls, the owners also do
double the work.
Pulling is a competition where modiﬁed tractors, trucks, or lawnmowers are
required to pull a sled along a dirt track.
The sled is weighed down according to

the weight of the puller, or
the type of class in which
they are entered. Whoever
pulls the sled the farthest
in the class is deemed the
winner.
Besides being the only
pull to allow both lawnmowers and tractors, they
are also the only pull that
doesn’t have an age limit on
the tractors. Most pulls only allow 1960
model tractors or older, but the YVP
allows any year.
“It is always interesting to see the
new models compete with tractors
of the past,” said Hall on the decision to allow any year model to
compete.
When people come out to the
pull, they can expect to see different types of lawnmowers, tractors
and trucks which are lined up
along the road that leads to the
parking area. The atmosphere surrounding the pull is full of energy
and passion. Every person who
is associated with the pull puts
in their time and money to make
sure everything runs smoothly for the
crowd and for the competitors. The
pull isn’t just for adults, Hall and his coowners made sure that their pull would
appeal to different age ranges.
“I think people come out to be set
back in time to their younger years of
plowing tobacco on a old Farmall or
John Deere, but it’s also good clean fun
for all ages,” Hall said. “Yadkin County,
being a big agricultural district, is
the perfect place for [the pull] to take
place.”
The YVP isn’t just a place where
people can come to be entertained, it’s
also a place that gives back to the community every chance they get. In 2015,
the YVP donated $1,500 to the Backpack Program at Boonville Elementary,
Yadkinville Elementary and Copeland
Elementary schools. They also raised
money for a young girl in Boonville who
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Yadkin Farmers Market
celebrates eight years
By Kitsey Burns Harrison
kburns@civitasmedia.com

Photos by Kitsey Burns
Harrison| Yadkin Ripple

Fresh herbs and live music at
the Yadkin Farmers Market.
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The Yadkin Farmers Market will
celebrate its eighth season this year.
The market, which is open Tuesdays
and Saturdays from May through midOctober, grew out of demand from area
residents. The market is located at 1141
Tennessee St. in Yadkinville.
“After many inquiries from consumers as well as part-time farmers and
local gardeners, a farmers market was
started in 2008,” said Colleen Church
from the Yadkin County Extension
Agency. “This was the ﬁrst-ever farmers market in Yadkinville. In 2009,
there were an average of 18 vendors at
the market on a weekly basis. In 2011,
the Yadkin Farmers Market received
a $30,000 grant from RAFI (Rural
Advancement Foundation International) which was matched with $30,000
from the town of Yadkinville. We cur-

Custom Heating
& Cooling, Inc.
Specializing In Comfort!

• Air Conditioners
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• oil Furnaces
• Gas Furnaces
– Natural & Propane
• Ductless Systems
• Custom Sheet Metal

Huge Selection of
New & Pre Owned
Travel Trailers and
Park Models to
Choose From

Get 12
months
No
Interest
with
Paymen
t!
00822284
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• heat Pumps

rently have a permanent location for the
farmers market which has ample parking, electricity and restroom facilities.”
Aileen Steelman, one of the growers
who helped to get the Yadkin Farmers
Market started, said it’s a great thing
for the community. Not only does the
market provide a great venue for area
farmers to sell their products, but it
provides fresh local produce and other
items to area residents.
Early in the season the market features greens, lettuce, onions and hydroponic tomatoes. As the season progresses there will be squash, cucumbers,
tomatoes, corn, blueberries, cantaloupe,
watermelon and much more. Additional
vendors offer items such as local meat,
eggs and baked goods.
“We have deﬁnitely seen an increase
in customers the past two years which
in turn helps the market attract and
retain new producers,” Church said.
“The market had a regular meat vendor

Our New Service Center is Now Open
For more information please visit our website at www.countrysidervcenter.com

in Stainless Steel or
Copper
Financing Available on New System
Installations and Major Repairs!
143 W. MAIN ST. • JoNeSvIlle, NC

526-heAT (4328)

00824456

for the ﬁrst time last year.”
Educating customers on the products
sold is another mission of the group
as well as just chatting with customers
who visit the market.
“They are a very community-minded
group who love to educate others and
offer a family-friendly, neighborly experience aside from just being a retail
marketplace,” Church said. “Customers
get the freshest produce at very reasonable prices produced and sold locally.
They get to create a relationship
with the farmer, ask questions, taste
new products, get recipes, and make
friends.”
“We love it,” said Christy Kaplan,
who was at the market shopping with
her husband last year when it ﬁrst
opened for the season. The couple
moved to Yadkin County a few years
ago from California. Last year Ken
Kaplan discovered the market and
brought his mom to visit.
“Last year I saw an advertisement
for the farmers market, and farmers
markets always appeal to me ‘cause you
get to meet the people, you get to see
all the fresh food,” Kaplan said. “It’s
exciting, it’s fun. Mom had a great time

Christy and Ken
Kaplan purchase
some fresh produce
from Glenda Edgell
at the Yadkin
Farmers Market
which recently
reopened for the
season.

and we bought a little something
from each vendor.”
The group has a Facebook page,
Yadkin Farmers Market, where organizers post updates on the newest
produce and other items which will
be featured each week at the market.
Kitsey E. Burns may be reached at 336-679-2341 or
on Twitter @RippleReporterK.

James McGrath, M.D., PLLC
Family Medicine
Now accepting new patients!
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Healthcare for all ages

James McGrath, M.D., MPH, FAAFP
Board Certified in Family Medicine
Heather Grant, RN, MSN, FNP-BC
Board Certified Family Nurse Practitioner
Other staff includes:
Amanda Zachary, Nikki Johnson,
Carrie Hutson, LPN, Jenifer Swanner, CNA
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After hours phone availability 24 hrs/day,
7 days per week by calling the office number.
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On-site mobile x-ray services available

New Agriculture and Education
building to open June 1
By Kitsey Burns Harrison
kburns@civitasmedia.com

Photos courtesy of Yadkin County

Construction on the new Agriculture and Education
building is expected to be completed by the end of May.

ing space we have in Yadkin
County,” said County Manager Lisa Hughes.
The county is still accepting room naming rights on a
ﬁrst-come, ﬁrst-served basis
for groups or individuals

wanting to donate and have
a space in the new building
named in honor of a person or group. Farm Bureau
already has committed to a
$50,000 donation and the
large banquet space will be

THE METRO COLLECTION
Non-Factory, Hand-Made in the U.S.A.

homeacresfinefurniture.com

Mon. - Sat.
9:30am - 4:30pm

336-468-1744

6224 Windsor Rd
Hamptonville, NC 27020

00824464
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A ribbon cutting for the
new Agriculture and Education Building, which will be a
part of the Yadkin Center of
Surry Community College as
well as several county ofﬁces,
is tentatively slated for June
1. The building is located
next to the Yadkin Center off
of U.S. 601 at 2051 Agricultural Way.
The building will provide
additional classroom space
for the Yadkin Early College
and the Yadkin Center of
Surry Community College.
Additional classes will be
available with the addition of
more space. Groundbreaking
for another building on the
campus is slated for June 1

as well.
The building also will
serve as the new ofﬁce space
for a number of county
ofﬁces. The groups which
are to have ofﬁce space in
the Agriculture Building are
the North Carolina Cooperative Extension, USDA Farm
Services, Soil and Water
Conservation and the North
Carolina Forestry Service.
A demonstration kitchen for
the Cooperative Extension
also will be in the new building.
One of the most unique
features of the building will
be a banquet hall which can
be divided up into smaller
spaces or used as a larger
space with seating for up to
300 guests.
“It will be the largest meet-

Architectural
rendering
of the new
Agriculture
and
Education
building.

An aeriel view of the construction of the new Agriculture
and Education building at the Yadkin Center.

named in its honor, Hughes
said.
Donors may choose a
10- or 20-year commitment
which will include a designated name plate outside
the entrance to the room,
recognition on the donor
wall at the building entrance,
recognition plate for home or
ofﬁce of the donor.
“The funds will be used to
help provide equipment for
the rooms and some of the

other services that we’ll offer
in there,” Hughes explained.
Interested donors are
asked to contact Hughes at
the county ofﬁce at 336-6794200.
Hughes said the new building will be a great asset not
only to the community college, but to the community
at large.
Kitsey Burns Harrison may be reached
at 336-679-2341 or on Twitter @
RippleReporterK.

Slabaugh

Hydroponic Tomato Farm
Homer & Rhoda Slabaugh
336-468-1394

6711 Windsor Road Hamptonville, NC
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Union Grove, NC 28689
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Fishing
• Lake Hampton at Yadkin Memorial
Park, 1142 Crystal Lane, Yadkinville,
offers ﬁshing opportunities from nongas-powered boats and a pier seven
days a week from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. The
135-acre lake includes black crappie,
bluegill, channel catﬁsh, largemouth
bass and redear sunﬁsh. It is handicapaccessible.
• Yadkin River ﬁshing can yield a
number of ﬁsh species including bullhead, ﬂathead catﬁsh, largemouth bass,
redbreast sunﬁsh, smallmouth bass and
spott bass.
For more ﬁshing opportunities in the
area, visit http://ncpaws.org/wrcmapbook/FishingAreas.aspx.
Local parks
• Lila Swaim Memorial Park, on
Swaim Street, is Jonesville’s primary
park facility offering tennis courts, ball
ﬁelds for baseball, softball and soccer,
walking trails, basketball courts, picnic
shelters and a playground. The site is
formerly the historic Jonesville Speedway and became Lila Swaim Memorial
Park in 1975. More information can be
found by calling 336-835-3426.
• Yadkin Memorial Park, 1142 Crystal Lane, Yadkinville, is the site of Lake
Hampton, a 135-acre lake featuring
ﬁshing from two piers or by boat and
water fowl hunting from six duck blinds.
Visitors also can take advantage of the
walking/jogging trail, playground, picnic
shelters and non-gas powered boating
opportunities, with boat rentals on site.
The park is open 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. seven
days a week. For more information, call
336-849-7751.
Recreation Center
• Yadkin Family YMCA, 6540 Service Road, Yadkinville, provides a wide
range of programs from swim lessons
and camps to a comprehensive wellness
center, group exercise programs and
SilverSneakser classes. It has an indoor
pool and an outdoor water park. For
more information, call 336-679-7962 or
visit ymcanwnc.org/locations/yadkinfamily-ymca/.
Rivers
• Yadkin River is one of the longest
rivers in North Carolina and forms the

county border between Yadkin and
Surry counties. It is a major water and
power source for towns from the mountains along its length into South Carolina where it becomes the Great Pee Dee
River. Recreation on the river includes
ﬁshing, tubing, kayaking and canoeing.
The Yadkin River State Trail, established in 1987, is a blueway following
130 miles of the river and is a paddle
trail that is part of the North Carolina
State Trails Program with launch points
and camping spots along the banks.
Reservoirs along the river include W.
Kerr Scott Reservoir in Wilkesboro.
Yadkin River accesses
• Yadkin/Shore access is ﬁve miles
west of the historic village of Rockford.
It has a gravel entrance with parking,
but no bathroom. Camping is permitted
and there is a water pump. It is maintained by Yadkin County Recreation
Department.
• Donnaha access is the ﬁnal Yadkin/
Surry access point to the Yadkin River
as it heads into Forsyth County and
south. The Yadkin County Recreation
Department maintains the mandatory
portage point with a dirt and gravel
entrance road, parking and a bathroom
facility.
Boat rentals
• Yadkin River Adventures, 104 Old
Rockford Road, Rockford village, provides two-, four- and six-hour canoe and
kayak trips down the Yadkin River. Also
provided are ﬁshing opportunites and
overnight paddle/camping trips with
shuttle service available. The company
provides rentals, or shuttle service for
those with their own equipment. For
more information, visit www.yadkinriveradventures.com, call 336-374-5318 or
email paddle@yadkinriveradventures.
com.
Arts councils
• Yadkin Arts Council, 226 E. Main
St., Yadkinville, is the site of the Yadkin
Cultural Arts Center, which includes the
Welborn Gallery, studios for resident
artists, the Third Branch Café and the
Willingham Theater, offering classic
ﬁlms and more. For more information,
visit www.yadkinarts.org or by calling
336-679-2941.

Farmers market
• Yadkin Farmers Market is held each
Tuesday and Thursday from 3 to 6 p.m.
and Saturday from 9 a.m. to noon in
Yadkinville at the farmers market shelter, 1141 Tennessee Road, from May
through October.
Trails
• Jonesville Greenway is a trail from
Bluff Street to about one mile east of
I-77. Eventually the plan is to extend
the trail to a 32-mile stretch ending in
historic Rockford.
Ziplining
• Big Woods Zipline, 2280 Sanders
Ridge Road, Boonville, is a mile-long,
12-cable course at the Sanders Ridge
Winery, Vineyard and Restaurant. It
includes 12 lines, 14 platforms and
a swinging bridge, and is open yearround. For more information, visit bigwoodszipline.com or call 336-677-1509.
Cinemas
• Starmount Crossing Cinema V, 209
Winston Road, Jonesville, offers the
lastest releases for those looking to take
in a movie on the big screen. For more
information, visit starmountcinema.com
or call 336-526-3456 for the movieline.
Sales
• Take a Break from the Interstate
3-Day Road Market Sale in July each
year features yard sales up and down
historic U.S. 21 from Wytheville, Virginia, through the Surry and Yadkin
County stretch to Iredell County, for
110 miles of deals and opportunities
to visit towns being bypassed by I-77.
For more information, visit takeabreakfromtheinterstate.com.

Fall fun at the corn maze
By Kitsey Burns Harrison
kburns@civitasmedia.com

Kitsey Burns Harrison may be reached
at 336-679-2341 or on Twitter @
RippleReporterK.

The pattern for the Alpha and Omega Corn Maze
this year is the logo of title sponsor Farm Credit.

Photo courtesy
of Jason Walker

A huge hit with the kids is this
“corn box,” a sand box-style
play area filled with dried corn
kernels instead of sand.
Photos by Kitsey Burns
Harrison | Yadkin Ripple

Fun hay bale
characters
can be found
throughout
the Alpha and
Omega Corn
Maze site.
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In the fall of the year, what
better way to celebrate the
season with the family than
visiting a corn maze. The
Alpha and Omega Corn Maze,
located at 1129 Cheek Road in
Hamptonville, is a great place
to spend quality time with the
family here in Yadkin County.
The young and young-at-heart
are sure to enjoy the many fallthemed fun activities available.
The maze is the brainchild of
Jason Walker and Van Hemric,
who have worked together for
a number of years with the
Yadkin County Soil and Water
Board. The two wanted to
come up with something to
bring tourism to the Hamptonville area.
“We were talking about some
things we could do to bring
people into this area,” Walker
explained.
After Walker and his wife
visited a corn maze in Boone,
he brought the idea to Hemric
and they began planning their
own corn maze. The two have
even attended a conference on
corn mazes where they learned
about many other items to
include at the site.
The Alpha and Omega Corn
Maze is much more than just
a corn maze. There is a giant
bounce pillow, a bounce house
and a barrel train to take the

children for rides around the
property. The site also includes
a pipe slide and hay bale maze
suitable for younger children.
One of the most unique
features is a giant box of dried
corn kernels which is meant
to be played in just like a sand
box. The corn box is full of
buckets and shovels for the
kids to enjoy.
During the season, which
typically runs from September
until the end of October, there
are also hayrides and horsedrawn wagon rides at the
Alpha and Omega Corn Maze.
For the more adventurous
and competitive, there are two
cannons, one that shoots mini
pumpkins and one that shoots
corn on the cob. For $2 per
shot or three for $5, individuals
can try their hand at shooting
a giant target with pumpkin or
corn from the cannon. For the
lucky few who manage to hit
the target, there is a cash prize.
The Alpha and Omega Corn
Maze also features a concession stand offering BBQ, hot
dogs, hamburgers and other
snacks.
For more information about
the Alpha and Omega Corn
Maze, call 336-466-5402 or
visit www.yadkinvalleycornmaze.com.
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Robotics teams on the rise
By Kitsey Burns Harrison
kburns@yadkinripple.com

The Yadkin robotics teams at area
elementary and middle schools are racking up high praise from area leaders as
well as awards locally and statewide.
“Our Yadkin Bots program was created to introduce elementary kids to the
concepts of robotics and automation
used by so many of the industries in
our county,” explained Yadkin County
Board of Commissioners Chairman
Kevin Austin. “Since its inception it has
and will continue to expand to link our
elementary, middle, and high schools
with our community college and its
recent expansion to create a pathway to
careers in Yadkin County for our boys
and girls.”
There are 15 robotics teams at the
elementary and middle schools with an
expansion planned at the high school
level for next year.
Last year the For-BOTS team claimed
the top prize in the county’s FIRST

LEGO League Robotics
Tournament. The Lego
robotics program is now in
its second year at county
elementary and middle
schools. The For-BOTS
team from Forbush Elementary School has now gone
on to compete and win
in regional and statewide
robotics competitions.
The team placed ﬁrst
in the Robot Table Performance and Project
Presentation categories in
the Boone regional tournament. The For-BOTS
placed ﬁrst in Robot Programming in the North
Carolina FIRST LEGO
League Tournament and
claimed a second-place award in Robot
Table Performance.
Completing tasks with a robot made
from Legos may sound like child’s play,
but the students are learning a multi-

Fall Creek Elementary students Jessica
Bates and Bayleigh Wooten prepare
their robot for action at the second
annual Yadkin Bots tournament.
Kitsey Burns Harrison | Yadkin Ripple
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here in Yadkin that can use
people with the skill sets
our students are developing through the robotics
program.
“We have a great deal of
support from local businesses and industries and
we could not have this
program without this
support. These folks are
investing in our children,
our students here in Yadkin County Schools and I
am so appreciative to all
of them.”
Though the students
say there are some challenges involved with robotics, they still have a lot of
fun and they particularly
enjoyed their experience at
the state competition.
“Going to the state competition was a lot of fun, we
Top: Willow Hill, Mason Norman,
worked together and had a
Nicholas Walker, Eliab Caldaron, Jacob Simpson from
Jonesville Elementary compete in the second annual
great time,” said Keegan MarYadkin Bots tournament. Bottom: Yadkin County
tin. “The night before the compeChamber of Commerce Director Bobby Todd officiates
tition the whole team went to eat
at the Yadkin Bots robotics tournament.
together and had a great time.”
Cannon Doub called it “an
Hennings said.
exhilarating experience” that made him
Yadkin County School Superintendent feel “superb.” As far as the challenges
Dr. Todd Martin is extremely pleased
they faced in the competition, Doub
with the work all of the students on the
said time management was one of the
robotics teams have been doing.
most difﬁcult as each task they must
“The Yadkin Bots Lego Robotics
complete with the robots is timed.
Program has been instrumental in openRiley Ruckman said she also proud of
ing up a new world for our students,”
herself and the work her team had done.
Martin said. “Not only does it incorpoShe said their project was fun because
rate science, technology, engineering
they got to learn about how Uniﬁ makes
and math (STEM), but it also teaches
its Repreve products from recycled
our students how to think critically
material.
and how to solve problems. They are
Cooper Hennings said the most fun
also learning how to be creative, and
part of the robotics team is designing
they are learning what it means to be a
and programming the robot. He, too,
good teammate. Additionally, they are
called the state competition win “exhilalearning how to produce something that rating” and “pretty cool.”
can be competitive against others who
“It felt good to compete at such a high
are working to build similar products.
level and when we won Robot Design it
These are all relevant, real-world skills.
felt great,” said Aiden Lyon.
“I also feel this program will creAlso on the For-BOTS team are Tessa
ate a desire in several of the students
Angell, Zachary Edmonds, Hunter Hall,
to pursue some type of electronics,
Lance Hutchens, Derek Matthews,
mechatronics, robotics, or programming Emma Mickles, Chase Smitherman and
degree program when they graduate
Jacob St. John.
from our high schools. I believe that
Coaches for the team are teachers
many of these students can graduJoanna Queen and Tori Lyon as well
ate from Yadkin County Schools, go
as mentors Brock Hennings and Paul
to school to pursue two- or four-year
Angell.
degrees, and then return home to Yadkin County to work. We are partnered
Kitsey Burns Harrison may be reached at 336-679-2341
or on Twitter @RippleReporterK.
with many businesses and industries
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tude of skills which will
even carry with them as
they prepare for college and
the workforce.
“The students have
learned and applied new
skills in design, engineering, programming, problem
solving, and critical thinking,” said Brock Hennings,
one of the team’s mentors.
“Additionally, they have had
to demonstrate their skills
during judging and through
competition against other
FIRST LEGO teams.”
Hennings went on to
explain, “FIRST LEGO League
competitions are somewhat different than other competitive school
events because the scores and robot
performance rely solely with the
students. The coaches and mentors are not allowed to advise or
even be present during judging or the
robot table performance. The students
compete in three judged categories:
Robot Design,Competition Core Values,
Project and in one Robot Performance
category.”
A number of local businesses help
to sponsor the Lego Robotics program
at the schools and the For-BOTS team
partnered with one of those business for
its project theme.
“The competition project theme this
year was entitled ‘Trash Trek’ where
the students focused on identifying a
problem with how trash is created and
handled and then identifying an innovative solution to address the problem,”
Hennings said. “The students partnered
with Uniﬁ to identify ways to educate
others on plastic bottle recycling and to
enhance local school plastic bottle recycling efforts for use in Uniﬁ’s Repreve
product.”
Professionalism is among the many
skills the students are learning through
the robotics competitions, Hennings
said.
“The skills learned through this competition enhance the students’ abilities
to solve problems, work a team, and
communicate results. Additionally, the
FIRST LEGO League stresses gracious
professionalism which teaches the kids
how to be courteous and act professionally while encouraging teamwork
and idea sharing even during times of
competition and stress. These concepts
are all necessary skills that will lead to
a successful college and work career,”
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