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FALL HOME

How to recognize
water damage
in a home

Deteriorating wood
Wood around windows or doors that is
deteriorating may indicate water problems.
The wood might be deteriorating because
water is infiltrating the wood during storms.
Baseboards and molding that is dilapidated
or beginning to deteriorate may also indicate
water damage.

Elkin Tribune, Yadkin Ripple

Did You Know?
The arrival of cooler weather marks a
prime time to plant bulbs that will bloom
come spring and summer. Bulbs should
be planted as soon as the ground is
cool, ideally when temperatures average
between 40 and 50 F. Just be sure to
plant bulbs at least six weeks before
the ground freezes for optimal success.
Always follow the bulb distributor’s
guidelines for planting, including
suggestions regarding spacing and
soil depth. Remove any weeds and
loosen the soil to get started. In addition,
think about mixing in compost or other
organic matter to enrich the soil if it lacks
nutrients.

Plumbing problems may ultimately
result in costly water damage.

Stains
Many prospective home buyers have been
disappointed by the sight of water stains
during an open house or home inspection.
Water stains tend to be on ceilings and/
or walls. Stains on ceilings tend to be
round, while wall stains are straight lines
down the wall that may or may not have
forced paint to peel. Water stains are not
necessarily indicative of a major problem, but
homeowners should have the stains examined
by a professional while potential buyers
should direct their home inspector’s attention
to the stains.

Buckled drywall or wood
Drywall or wood that is buckled or beginning
to buckle is another potential indicator of water
damage. Drywall buckles when it gets wet,
and that is often a sign that there is a leak
behind the drywall. Severely buckled drywall
will feel as if it has ridges. Wood also buckles
when it is exposed to excess moisture, and
this can usually be felt when walking on the
wood barefoot or in socks.
Odor
Sometimes water damage is best detected
by the smell test. Homeowners who notice
the smell of mold or mildew in rooms that
previously never emanated such odors might
have homes that are in the early stages of
water problems. The water damage might be
behind the walls, where mold is beginning to
form thanks to water damage. Older homes
tend to be musty, but call in a professional
if you notice that mustiness if more pungent
than usual.
Water damage is a potentially costly problem,
especially if it goes unnoticed for months or
even years. Homeowners and prospective
home buyers should be on the lookout for
signs of water damage before problems
escalate and require expensive repairs.

Steel & Wood Works

“Specializing in high quality structures”

Welcome

At Mast Woodworks, we strive to make getting a custom building
easy and stress free. We offer a wide selection of building styles and
options to make your portable building your own unique creation.
Storage doesn’t have to be boring and cheap. Mast buildings are
built strong and with style in mind, and with a wide range of colors
and add-ons, the finished building will reflect the style of your home
and back yard. Quality portable buildings have never been this
easy. Check out the “Our Buildings” page to choose from the wide
selection of frame styles available, and customize it to your needs.

Hamptonville, NC
Phone 336-468-1612, Fax: 336-468-1194
whitneynir@yadtel.net • www.MyMastBuilding.com

00849995

Homes are potentially susceptible to a host
of problems. While unforeseen problems can
prove costly, homeowners who keep attentive
eyes on their homes can oftentimes discover
small problems before they escalate.
Water damage is a potentially costly problem
that can afflict any home. Old homes tend to
be most susceptible to water damage, and
that damage can manifest itself in various
ways. The following are some telltale signs of
water damage that should give prospective
home buyers pause and compel current
homeowners to seek professional assistance
as soon as possible.
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Your guide to proper tree pruning
Pruning is a job that may be tackled by do-ityourselfers, but sometimes larger tasks are best
left to a professional tree trimming service.

T

rees may require pruning for a variety reasons. Storms
may have damaged branches, necessitating a pruning.
In other instances, trees may have outgrown their yards,
overpowering the landscape. Autumn and winter, when trees
largely go dormant and fallen leaves make it easier to see
the branches beneath, may be prime times to prune. Pruning
during the dormant period also minimizes sap loss and stress
to the tree, and can help cut down on the growth of fungi. In
addition, insects are less likely to be problematic during the
colder months of the year.
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Tools
& Equipment:
Rent for 4 hours, by the day,
week
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Lawn & Garden
Backhoes & Trenchers
Air Compressors
Lifts & Scaffolding
allstarrentals@rivercto.net
Saws & Drills
Tractors & Bobcats
Mini Excavators
Automotive Tools
Compaction Equipment
Pressure Washers
Concrete & Masonry
And Much More - Just Ask!

1036 N. Bridge St. Elkin • 336-835-7368

www.AllStarRental.com

Event & Party Supplies:

Tents, Tables & Chairs
Champagne Fountains
Greek Columns
Candelabras – Brass, White & Silver
Tablecloths & Skirting
Serving/Chafing Dishes
Mirror Balls & Dance Floor
Archways
Guest Registers
Sound Systems
Bubble Machines & Flower Stands
Kneeling Benches & Unity Candles

Open Monday – Friday 7AM – 5PM, Saturday 7AM – 1PM

1036 N. Bridge St., Elkin NC 28621 across from Pizza Hut
www.allstarrental.com
00819532

• Heat Pumps
• Air Conditioners
• oil Furnaces
• Gas Furnaces
– Natural & Propane
• Ductless Systems
• Custom Sheet Metal
in Stainless Steel or
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Trimming and pruning can be handled by do-it-yourselfers
if the branches are smaller and more manageable. Practice
on thinner branches before moving on to thicker ones, which
may require extra help. Branches may be heavy, and it takes
a guided hand to ensure the branches fall in a safe manner so
they do not cause damage or injury.
Branches also need to be trimmed properly to facilitate good
healing. Trees will form a callus bark covering over cuts to
keep out disease and decay, much as a scab forms over a
person’s wound. Damaging the bark on a tree while pruning
may interfere with that process, so do-it-yourselfers need to
take the time to prune correctly.
According to Danny Lipford, home improvement expert and
host of the radio program “Today’s Homeowner,” larger limbs
may require three cuts instead of one. The first cut is a small
notch in the bottom of the limb, around two to three feet from
the trunk and about one-quarter of the way through. This helps
prevent the bark from splitting. A relief cut is then made a few
inches away from the notch cut, and goes all the way through.

This removes the weight of the branch so that the final cut can
be made without the branch splitting and falling. The final cut
is made right where the limb extrudes from the branch collar,
or the swollen bump that then forms into the tree limb. Follow
the slant of the branch collar when making the cut. Smaller or
thinner branches may not require the same three steps, but
every effort should be made to reduce injury to the tree.
When deciding how much to prune, less is usually more. All
pruning can put some level of stress on the tree and increase
its vulnerability to disease and insect infestation. A good rule
of thumb is to never prune more than 25 percent of the crown.
According to experts at TreeHelp.com, living branches should
comprise at least two-thirds the height of the tree. In some
instances, the rules may need to be bent if trees are interfering
with utility lines or to meet community laws. However, always
prune minimally to avoid damaging the tree.
The right tools also make the job safer and easier. Use a pole
pruner and lopper, rope saws, folding pruner, and a bucksaw.
A chainsaw can be used in some instances, especially when
pruning larger limbs. Always disinfect pruning tools after you’re
done to prevent the spread of disease to other trees.
Consider hiring a professional tree service if pruning proves
beyond your capabilities. Doing so is safe and often well worth
the investment.

1036 N. Bridge St., Elkin NC 28621 - in the old Surry Tractor Building
Call: (336) 835-RENT (7368) or email allstarrentals.nc@gmail.com
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Preparing
your fireplace or
stove for the season

Just like more modern home heating systems,
stoves and fireplaces need to be maintained,
and that maintenance includes readying
them before winter when they are used more
heavily. Ensuring a fireplace or stove is in good
working order helps to guarantee efficiency of
use and safety during the winter months.
Open-flame heating sources carry with them
certain risks. The National Fire Protection
Association states that, between 2009-2013,

American fire departments responded to
56,000 home structure fires that involved
heating equipment. The NFPA notes that the
leading factor contributing to home-heating
fires is a failure to keep things clean, principally
from solid-fueled heating equipment. The
following are a handful of ways to stay safe as
you get ready for another cozy season around
the fire.
Start with the chimney. Begin by having your
chimney thoroughly cleaned and inspected.
Creosote can build up inside of the chimney.
Creosote is highly flammable and becomes
more difficult and expensive to clean the
longer it builds up inside your flue lining. In

need to be replaced. You also can have the
chimney capped with a screen to keep animals
and debris from entering.
Inspect the damper. A damper is a valve
or plate that stops or regulates the flow of
air inside a chimney. It should be checked
prior to the first use of a stove or fireplace
so homeowners can be certain it opens and
closes smoothly.

Clear out flammable items. Move flammable
items away from the front of a fireplace
or stove. Be sure curtains or other home
furnishings are far enough away that they will
not catch fire from any errant sparks or flames.

Order wood now. Be sure there is plenty of
wood for the season. Ask a wood supplier to
estimate just how much will be needed, and
double-check that the wood will arrive in time
for the start of the season.
By preparing for fireplace and wood stove use
now, homeowners can ensure their winters are
comfortable and safe.

Yadkin Flower and Gift
5107 U.S. 601 Hwy.
Yadkinville, N.C. 27055

Home Decor • Flowers • Gifts • Apparel
Visit Yadkin Flower & Gift on FaceBook

336-679-3434

00848062

F

ireplaces and wood-burning stoves
not only can be beautiful focal points
within a home, but they also provide an
additional source of heat and can be used
to keep rooms or entire homes comfortable
without the need for additional and
potentially costly heating sources.

addition, animals may have created nest inside
of the chimney since the last time the fireplace
was used. A professional chimney sweep
should be hired in this situation. He or she will
be able to effectively clean the chimney in a
manner that is the least messy and disruptive
to residents.
Install or check smoke and carbon
monoxide detectors. Operational alarms are
essential to preventing injury or death resulting
from smoke or carbon monoxide inhalation.
Such detectors are inexpensive safeguards
that should be installed on every floor of the
house. Batteries should be replaced every six
months, and the alarms themselves should be
changed every five to 10 years.
Inspect the chimney from outdoors as well.
Inspect the mortar around any bricks in the
chimney and surrounding areas for cracks. If
left unaddressed, these can cause dangerous
fires. If there are serious cracks, a professional
may need to make repairs or the chimney may
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Closing
the pool for
another season

C

losing a pool at the end of the swimming season can be
bittersweet. Homeowners may be sad to bid adieu to
the lazy days of splashing and swimming, but ready to
embrace the cooler weather and the beauty of autumn. Before the
leaves begin to fall from the trees, pool owners must prepare to
close, or winterize, their pools.
Gather your supplies. Make a list of the supplies you need
to close the pool. Having everything on hand will make the
process far more efficient than trying to wing it. Closing a
pool can be a large job, so it pays to have some extra hands
available. Enlist some helpers who will be available to hand
you materials or to assist with placing the cover on the pool —
which can be challenging to do on your own.
Don’t wait until the last minute to purchase necessary
chemicals. The chemicals used throughout the season will
also be needed in the winterization process. Therefore, be
sure you have enough before pool supplies become difficult to
find in area stores. These include sanitizer, algaecide and pHbalancing chemicals.

Run the filter. Run the filter at least 24 hours before
disassembling the filter for the season. This will help circulate
any chemicals added through the water.
Drain the pool’s water to the appropriate level. Water
should fall just below the skimmer opening. Many pools do not
need to be completely drained for the winter.

Clean the entire pool area. Ensuring the pool water and the
surface of the pool is clean can make reopening the pool easy.
Vacuum the pool thoroughly, removing any debris and organic
matter that can contribute to algae growth. Don’t forget to brush
down the walls of the pool and clean the jets and area where
the filter skimmer meets the pool. Pool walls have plenty of
crevices where algae can hide and multiply.
Test the water. Leading pool products manufacturer
Hayward recommends adjusting the pH to between 7.2 and
7.8 to prevent stains, scaling and algae growth. Alkalinity
should be 80 to 125 ppm for plaster/gunite pools and 125
to 150 ppm for other pool types. Test the level of available
chlorine, and super-chlorinate the pool to maintain a
sanitation level of at least 4 ppm. Once the pool cover is
on, the amount of chlorine that escapes due to sunlight
and evaporation will decrease. An algaecide may be used,
if desired, as well. In very cold climates, a pool-water
antifreeze may be necessary. Check with your pool supply
retailer for more information.
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DORSETT TECHNOLOGIES, INC., 100 WOODLYN DRIVE, YADKINVILLE, NC 27055

Shut off the filter pump, heater and any other equipment.
Let all water drain out and allow equipment to dry before
storing them away. Follow the manufacturer’s directions for
lubrication and covering. Install freeze plugs if you choose to
use them.
Adjust electricity settings. Turn off the circuit to outdoor
outlets that feed the pool equipment, testing to make sure the
power is off.
Put accessories away. Remove any ladders, diving boards,
slides, external drain lines, and other recreational materials
from the pool, storing them in a garage or shed so they are not
subjected to potentially harsh winter weather.
Inflate air pillows to roughly 80 percent full if you will be
using them. Gather your helpers to attach the pool cover
or leaf catcher net. Secure it thoroughly with anchors, water
bags, wire fasteners, or whatever method is applicable for the
cover and pool type. Remember, a quality pool cover will last
for several years and keep leaves, dust and other unwanted
items out of the water.
Come early autumn, homeowners can begin closing their
pools to keep them secure and clean until the next swimming
season begins.
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1681 Hwy 21 North in Thurmond

(336) 874-7339
www.foothillsgrocery.com

Foothills Grocery Has What You Need for Fall 2016!
Hunting Supplies - Trophy Buck Lure, Deer Apples & Corn
Hardware Supplies • Work Gloves • Kerosene • Propane Refills

Now an
Authori
zed
U-Haul
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Gas, Groceries, Snacks, Drinks & the BEST Hot Deli Around featuring

PHONE 336-679-2126 • FAX 336-679-8811

WWW.DORSETT-HVAC.COM

Fried Chicken, Tater Wedges & More - Breakfast & Lunch Daily!
Hand-Dipped Hershey’s Ice Cream • Jams, Jellies & Locally-Raised Honey

SINCE 1956
HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • VENTILATION
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Open Monday-Saturday 5AM-9PM, Sunday 8AM-6PM
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Protect pipes
F
from freezing this
cold-weather season

reezing pipes are a concern for
homeowners who live in cold climates.
When temperatures dip below freezing, the
risk that pipes will freeze rises. Should a pipe
burst, the damage that results can be extensive
and costly.
Any pipe can freeze, but those that are directly
exposed to the cold are the most vulnerable.
These include pipes that feed outdoor hoses,
swimming pool supply lines, pipes in unheated
indoor rooms (i.e., basements or garages), and
any pipes that run close to the outdoors through
uninsulated walls. Water expands as it freezes,
and that expansion can place pressure on
whatever is trying to contain it — including pipes.
To avoid serious damage, homeowners need to
prepare for the arrival of colder weather and be
smart about how they protect pipes.
Drain water from swimming pools and
water sprinkler supply lines prior to the
onset of cold weather. Drain water before
freezing temperatures arrive, and don’t forget
to drain outdoor garden hoses and store them
inside after watering season has come and gone.
Close indoor water valves that feed outdoor
spigots/bibs. Open the spigot outside to allow
water to drain out. Keep the outside valve open
so that any water that has accumulated will
continue to drain and expand outward without
damaging the pipe. An insulated bib dome also
can help prevent frozen pipes.
Open cabinet doors to allow heat to reach
pipes inside of cabinets. Keep the doors open

Complete Commercial
and
Residential Pest Control

800-682-5901
www.ridabuginc.com

Maintain a consistent thermostat
temperature. Ensure the temperature inside
your home does not drop below 55 F; otherwise,
problems can arise. Use a programmable
thermostat to keep the house comfortable even
when you are not home. Individuals who are
traveling should set the thermostat so that it will
keep the home at the recommended temperature
to avoid frozen pipes.
Open one faucet. When it is very cold outside,
particularly at night, let water slowly drip from one
faucet to prevent freezing. Choose the sink that
is furthest from where water enters the house so
water is flowing through all of the pipes to reach
that faucet.
Increase insulation around where pipes
enter the house. Use insulating foam to seal
any drafts where pipes enter the house from
the outdoors. Frozen pipes cannot always be
avoided. Therefore, it is important that everyone
in the household knows how to shut off the main
water valve in the event a pipe bursts. This can
prevent expensive damage to a home.

138 Industrial Ave.
Greensboro, NC

• Termite Control and Termite
Inspections
• Bed Bug Control
• Insect Control (ants, spiders,
roaches, fleas, etc.)
• Wildlife Management and
Removal
(squirrels, raccoons, rodents,
etc.)
• Live traps for removal
• Damage repair
• NC Wildlife Damage Control
Agent on staff
• New Home Inspections
• Moisture Control and Barrier
Installation

Financing Available

Models starting at

6,490

$

Revolutionary new
patent-pending design
from the leader in outdoor furnaces.
00852223

336-526-6111

to spaces that may not be heated or insulated
as well as other areas of the home so that heat
can find its way inside. Consider wrapping these
pipes with an insulating material as well, such as
heat tape or pipe sleeves.

*MSRP is suggested retail price for Classic Edge 350. Prices may vary. See your dealer for details.

00851963
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The popularity of the color white

W

hite is a versatile color in home
decorating and renovation. White
helps any space look effortlessly
chic, blends well with just about any color
and can be incorporated into various design
styles — from modern to traditional.
While the color white is always trendy, the
paint manufacturers Benjamin Moore chose
white (Simply White OC-117) as their “it”
color for 2016. White can be used nearly
anywhere inside and outside the home.
Improving interior and exterior spaces with
white elements is easier than you might
think, and it instantly can make anything look
as good as new.

Kitchen

While rich cherrywood cabinets and deeply hued
granite countertops have long been popular
in kitchens, creamy white cabinets paired with
blonde wood countertops can work together to
make kitchens seem open and airy. If all white is
not your thing, brighten up kitchen spaces with
white canisters, cookie jars and a fresh bouquet
of white flowers to add instant appeal.

Living Room

Use white as a base color for living room spaces
so you can build on it with other hues on pillows
and draperies, mixing and matching however
you see fit.
Homeowners who have children and/or pets
should look for furniture with removable
slipcovers. This way they’re easily removed and
laundered.

GET IN. GET READY.
GET ROLLING.

Bedroom

Feminine and fresh, white bedrooms may not
be the first choice for novice designers. If the
prospect of white on white seems too sterile,
offset deeper hues on bed linens and walls with
white furniture. This provides some pop against
the darker contrast. Keep in mind that doing a
bed up in all white means it will always be easy
to find matching sheets and pillowcases, making
it possible to ensure everything looks cohesive
and crisp.

SALES EVENT

See WHITE | 8

Are you Ready to Roll this season? We’re
ready with tractors and equipment that are
built New Holland SMART. Now’s the time to
buy because we are offering 0% FINANCING*
or cash back on just about every new model
tractor, hay & forage or material handling
equipment from New Holland. Stop by now
because we are Ready to Roll!
Don’t wait! Offers end June 30, 2015. Visit
readytoroll.newholland.com for details.

BLUE RIDGE TRACTOR COMPANY
176 Old NC Hwy 268
Wilkesboro, NC 28697
336-838-2571
www.blueridgetractor.com
BLUE RIDGE TRACTOR
176 Old NC Hwy 268
use. Offer subject to CNH Industrial Capital America LLC credit approval. See your New Holland dealer for details and
Wilkesboro, *For
NCcommercial
28697
eligibility requirements. Depending on model, a down payment may be required. Offer good through June 30, 2015, at participating
336-838-2571
New Holland dealers in the United States. Offer subject to change. Taxes, freight, set-up, delivery, additional options or attachments not
www.blueridgetractor.com
included in price. © 2015 CNH Industrial Capital America LLC. All rights reserved. New Holland Agriculture is a trademark registered in

© 2014 CNH Industrial America LLC. All rights reserved. New Holland is a trademark registered in the United States and many
other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., Its subsidiaries or affiliates.
00852310

00817679

the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates. CNH Industrial Capital and New Holland Construction are
trademarks in the United States and many other countries, owned by or licensed to CNH Industrial N.V., its subsidiaries or affiliates.
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Kitchen

While rich
cherrywood
From page 7
cabinets
and deeply
hued granite countertops have long been popular in
kitchens, creamy white cabinets paired with blonde
wood countertops can work together to make
kitchens seem open and airy. If all white is not
your thing, brighten up kitchen spaces with white
canisters, cookie jars and a fresh bouquet of white
flowers to add instant appeal.

Living Room

Use white as a base color for living room spaces so
you can build on it with other hues on pillows and
draperies, mixing and matching however you see fit.
Homeowners who have children and/or pets should
look for furniture with removable slipcovers. This
way they’re easily removed and laundered.

Bedroom

Feminine and fresh, white bedrooms may not be
the first choice for novice designers. If the prospect

Stanley

Heating & air Conditioning, inC.

Heating • Air Conditioning •Plumbing
Electrical • Compressed Air
Residential, Commercial, New Construction,
Design, Repair and Installation
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Find the largest selection of
Kingsdown in the area at

Licensed
& insured

Rumple Furniture Co., Inc.
00851586

1002 Dobbins Mill Rd., Elkin, NC
(336)366-4226 l www.stanleyhvac.com
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1313 N. Bridge St., Elkin NC 28621
(336) 835-2013 | rumplefurniture@triad.twcbc.com

00819697

